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ETHICS INVESTIGATION 


Panel rejects 
kitzhaber 
settlement 


Ethics commission decides $1,000 fine 
is too small, keeps investigation open 


Gordon R. Friedman The Oregonian/OregonLive 


Ina stunning decision Friday, Oregon’s government eth- 
ics watchdogs turned down a settlement with former Gov. 
John Kitzhaber that would have had him pay a $1,000 fine 
and admit that he broke ethics laws by using his position 
for financial gain. 

Ethics commissioners voted 7-1 to deny the settlement 
with one commissioner abstaining from the vote, said Ron 
Bersin, executive director of the Oregon Government Eth- 
ics Commission. Dan Golden, the commission chairman, 
was the sole dissenting vote. 

Commissioner Dan Mason said he and other commis- 
sioners voted against accepting the settlement because the 
fine was too small. 

“A top official violating ethics laws should pay a top pen- 
alty,” Mason said. The maximum fine is $20,000. 

Kitzhaber did not return voice messages Friday. But 
the former governor had apparently felt certain the ethics 
panel would rubber stamp the proposed settlement, as is 
routine. 

“Tam I glad to say this episode in my life is finally over,” 
Kitzhaber wrote on his public Facebook page Wednesday, 
the day the tentative settlement was announced. “After 
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EAGLE CREEK FIRE 


Mom of teen wildfire suspect: ‘Tt was his mistake’ 
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SPORTS 


What was behind 
Timbers coach leaving? 


Portland coach Caleb Porter surprisingly 
left the team after a very successful 
season, but nobody with the organization 
is saying why. C1 


HOMES & GARDENS 
Wreather madness: Use 
food in holiday decor 


When making your own holiday wreaths 
this year, go wild and consider using 
winter fruits and vegetables in the 
presentation. B4 


HOLIDAY SHOPPING 


When every day 


EM Everyday Low Price Ẹ 
Len 


Stores such as Walmart now have sales weeks before Black Friday, diluting its impact on holiday revenue. Associated Press file 


Anna Marum The Oregonian/OregonLive 


For the second year running, Black Fri- 
day started the day after Halloween. 

Amazon opened its Black Friday Deals 
Store on a Wednesday — Nov. 1, to be exact 
— and proclaimed, “the holiday shop- 
ping season starts now.” Kohl’s had select 
Black Friday deals the same day, as well as 
a promotion that allowed shoppers to earn 
in-store credit as they spent. 

There was a time when the unofficial 
launch of the holiday shopping season 
started the Friday after Thanksgiving. But 


then retailers started pushing their deals out 
earlier, one-upping each other to hook shop- 
pers. 

Before long, stores could not risk a day off 
and Black Friday started on Thanksgiving. 
Then it overtook the holiday week. Now it’s 
the entire month. As a result, retail experts 
say, Black Friday has lost its outsized rele- 
vance. 

But it doesn’t mean people are spending 
less during the holidays, said Jeff Green, who 
runs a retail consultancy firm in Phoenix, 
Arizona. It’s just more spread out. 
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Black Friday 
in the Northwest 


A survey of 1,000 Pacific 
Northwest residents found 
that 64 percent said they 
aren't planning on hitting the 
stores this Black Friday. 
According to the study, 69 per- 
cent of respondents said they 
get anxious thinking about the 
crowds at stores and 60 per- 
cent said they could get Black 
Friday deals anytime. 


Fedor Zarkhin The Oregonian/OregonLive 


The 15-year-old suspected of starting the 
Eagle Creek fire by playing with fireworks 
is a church-going snowboarder from a large 
Ukrainian family mortified by what hap- 
pened, several people close to the family say. 

Public criticism and vitriol followed 
quickly as the Sept. 2 fire grew to more than 
48,000 acres, threatening the heart of the 
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Columbia River Gorge recreation area and 
racking up a firefighting bill of at least $20 
million to date. 

After a nearly seven-week investigation, 
the teen now faces charges in Hood River 
Juvenile Court, including reckless burn- 
ing, criminal mischief and reckless endan- 
germent. The Oregonian/OregonLive typi- 
cally doesn’t name juveniles in criminal 
cases unless they’re charged with Measure 
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11 crimes or are tried as an adult. Neither of 
those conditions apply to this case. 

The boy’s older brother told The Orego- 
nian/OregonLive that he also was with the 
group hiking that day on the popular Eagle 
Creek Trail when a witness said she saw the 
15-year-old throw a smoke bomb into the for- 
ested canyon. Smoke soon rose up. She said 
some in the group appeared to be giggling 
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Puzzles, A13 TV,Al2 Weather, C12 F. Fog then sun 


The Eagle Creek fire has burned more than 
48,000 acres in the gorge. Mark Graves, staff 
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